


These are often folks who have worked hard to mine coal and provide energy for the rest of the
country. Who have worked hard to provide for their families and communities. But they've been left
behind by an economy that considers elderly and disabled folks in Eastern Kentucky to be
expendable.

And so I see a really big need for weatherization, along with support for current programs (that I've
participated in) who are daunted by the need. We're at least 2000 housing units short just in Floyd
County. And so folks live in housing that's inadequate and in disrepair. As Scott McReynolds, Director
of HDA has shared: "My first 10 years here I lived in substandard housing, not because I couldn’t
afford anything better, but because that’s what I could find."

And I know that the utility doesn't consider this their responsibility. They exist to make a profit. They
need to make a profit. But they're also a utility that exists here to serve the public. And it's not right
to ask the least able, the least well-off, to shoulder the greatest burden.

If there is an equal financial tradeoff between building a new power plant (on one hand) and
reducing the demand for energy (on the other), I will take reducing the demand and lowering bills
for hardworking mountain folks every time.
 

Sincerely,
Jimmy Owsley
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